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Opening speach: Christian Kravagna
For the exhibition at the Salzburger Kunstverein, Berlin artist Dierk Schmidt (born 1965) is basing his work on the Berlin Africa-Conference of 1884/85, which can be seen as turning point in the history of the colonialization of Africa. A second series of paintings focuses on the discussion surrounding the reconstruction of the Berlin Palace.
The presentation of current references formulates firstly the topicality from which a remake of the historical image can define the genre in a more political and less historical light. These refer to last year’s reparation demands in connection with the genocide war of extermination of the Hereros one hundred years ago in todays Namibia or the dubiousness of the reconstruction of the Hohenzoller Palace in Berlin using sovereign architecture.
Dierk Schmidt sees his work as a medium of political debate and disclosure of historical conflicts of interest. With this as a background, he for example paints and makes collages on plastic sheets and, in doing so, deposes them from the heroic materiality of the classic panel.

In context of the exhibition and for the Long Night of the Museums on October 8, 2005, the Salzburger Kunstverein is presenting the film “The Colonial Misunderstanding” by Jean Marie Teno.
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