Press release

Exhibitions 2004

The programme for 2004 will concentrate on the anthropological aspect of day to day life. The first exhibition is is entitled “in/aus/nach Salzburg” (“in/out/to Salzburg”) by Initiative Architektur Salzburg and will run in the main exhibition space from February 5th to March 23rd 2004. Its central theme is the development of architecture in Salzburg over the last years.
The Salzburger Kunstverein‘s exhibition programme for 2004 comprises three monographic exhibitions (Ursula Hübner, Michael Raedecker, Cameron Jamie) and a double exhibition (Destiny Deacon / Lisl Ponger) in the main exhibition space. At the end of the year there is the annual presentation of works by the members of the Salzburger Kunstverein. From February 5th to October 3rd the exhibition cabinet will be the setting for a multifaceted exhibition and event project entitled “Televisual Life” . At the same time as the annual exhibition there will be an exhibition in the cabinet space by the winner of the 2003 sponsor prize, David Steinbacher. There are also plans for further cooperation with the Mozarteum University and the International Summer Academy of Fine Arts. 


Destiny Deacon / Lisl Ponger

1 April – 16 May 2004

Opening 31 March 2004, 7 p.m.

Film evening and discussion with the artists, 1st April 2004
The Salzburger Kunstverein’s exhibition programme begins with the double exhibition by Destiny Deacon / Lisl Ponger. Lisl Ponger addresses the post-colonial questions of ethnological research and the way it is responded to in western visual arts. With the main title of “If I was ...” she deals with the question of how the observer and the artist from the west approach “exotic” surroundings and how the discovery of images/art can be derived from and read in this context. At the same time, Ponger takes an ironic view of her own position as a white, western artist. Ponger is exhibiting with Destiny Deacon, an Australian artist who is of aboriginal descent. Deacon works with similar issues, however, from a converse position. The works of both artists were also exhibited at the last Documenta in Kassel.

Ursula Hübner

27 May – 18 July 2004

Opening 26 May 2004, 8 p.m.

Ursula Hübner focuses her attention on issues of identity, being and appearing, fragmentation and reassembly of subjects and their relation to objects and their surrounding space. Space is understood as the clothing of the subject’s projection surface; an extension of the body. Ursula Hübner lives and works as a painter and stage designer in Vienna and teaches painting at the Kunstuniversität (Art University) in Linz. She was born in Salzburg and studied, among other things, stage design at the Mozarteum University in Salzburg. 


Michael Raedecker

25 July – 3 October 2004

Opening 12 a.m.

Michael Raedecker  embroiders his pictures and applies various materials to them. All pictures are built up in different layers, which are extended through acrylic painting. His paintings, which pick up on diverse classic genres, such as still life, portrait or landscape depiction, are very often on the border of being kitsch. They represent a double reality, the reality of the depicted and the reality of the material, which he sometimes ironically crosses e.g. when the thread which incorporates a tree trunk as a thread, in the literal sense, both throws a shadow on the painting but also a tree which it depicts. Michael Raedecker is Dutch and lives in London. He had a big show in the spring of 2003 in the Museum of Contemporary Art in Basel. The Kunstverein continues its series of figurative painting with this presentation. It is the first presentation of this significant painter in Austria. 

Cameron Jamie

14 October – 28 November 2004 

Opening 13 October 2004, 7 p.m.

Cameron Jamie's work – a blend of video, sound, performance, photography, and drawing - deals with European and American history and culture, in particular their dysfunctional manifestations. Jamie's sharp critical gaze often focuses on ritualistic practices in popular culture and its impact on everyday life and the psyche. His intricate work has its background in the artist's own folklore and mythologies. Using American suburban culture as a case study, he analyses how the structures of mythology are shaped and shared and the extent to which they participate in the creation of individuals' fictional worlds and fictional selves. Cameron Jamie will be designing a specific installation for the Salzburger Künstlerhaus.


TELEVISUAL LIFE
Art and Entertainment Programmes

5 February – 3 October 2004, Exhibition Cabinet

1st opening: 4 February, 7.30 p.m.

The exhibition cabinet is to be the setting of open and interactive projects focussing on the topic of television. The whole structure revolves around participation of various dimension and form — longer, shorter, concretely planned and also (within a framework) spontaneous programme contributions and can be therefore compared to a have a permanent ”Zapping“ effect:
In exhibitions lasting several weeks, Austrian artists will deal with aspects of television production, distribution and reception through the media of drawing, photography, painting and woodcut. The “PinkBoxTV” production team ironically questions all aspects of TV transmission by creating fake technological settings; with an own transmission vehicle in front of the Künstlerhaus it will set up a studio for the public in the cabinet, which will play diverse contributions (entertainment programmes, science lectures etc). “The Office for Interpassive Services” will offer desperate TV consumers a free comprehensive service package — from representative views and re-narration of brought along video cassettes about research services for television series to advice on how to cut and edit holiday films. 
An “Open House Channel” with a satellite dish not only makes it possible for the public to zap away through the exotic world of TV but they can also make programmes themselves: all Kunstverein members, artists, students and members of the public are called up to bring or send in video tapes. Salzburg University’s Institute of Communication Science and the Institute of History are presenting three evenings of own TV productions. The ARTgenossen offer an own mediation programme with workshops on the whole project in the weeks before the end of school; there is also a plan to cooperate with the regional TV stations. 
Through the intense cooperation with artists, local producer platforms, private TV fans and freaks a lively exchange should take place which will in turn contribute to the dynamic of the whole event.
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