Press release

Ulrike Ottinger

Totem

July 7 -  September 11, 2005

Press interview:
Wednesday, July 6, 2005, at 11:00 a.m.
Opening:

Wednesday, July 6, 2005, at 7 p.m.
Art discussion:
Tuesday, August 9, 2005, 6 p.m.
At the opening, the film theorist and art critic Laurence Rickels (University of California, Santa Barbara) will speak.
Film retrospective at the Salzburger Film Culture Centre DAS KINO from August 6 – 17, 2005.
Ulrike Ottinger came to filmmaking in the early 1970’s via a career as a visual artist (painting, collage, photography and performance). Every one of her pictures “refers to something beyond itself: to the reality that precedes it; to countless images from the repositories of the arts, of everyday culture and of myth; and to the visual cosmos of her own increasingly dense oeuvre. These photographs are encounters between things found and things invented. They are arenas in which reality and fiction, past and future, wish and fulfilment, transform each other.” (Katharina Sykora, „Stills und Sessions“. In: Ulrike Ottinger, Berlin, Contemporary Fine Arts, 2001)

Ulrike Ottinger created a new exhibition for the Salzburger Kunstverein which deals with the topic of transformation. The show combines motives from diverse cultures and social contexts, which circulate around a fascination with death and resurrection. Beyond any scientific-ethnographic approach, the artist stages a synopsis of ritual practices from different cultural origins in the large hall of the Salzburger Kunstverein.

Thus the artist took part in séances of female Shamans at her visit to Taiga in 1991 and photographed and filmed these. Furthermore pictures from the region around San Antonio/Texas are to be seen, where she participated in church festivals and chareadas and examined the creolization of German, Spanish, Indian and Anglo-American cultures. Spanish Easter Processions and a documentation of the chapel in the Czech Republic which Frantisek Rindt endowed with human bones in the 1870’s form further elements of the exhibition.

These elements are foiled and fractured by staged photographs from the contexts of her films Freak Orlando and Dorian Gray in the Mirror of the Boulevard Press. 

Please turn over
In the centre of focus, however, stands the installation of the Europe-Tent, which plays through the motive of Europe being robbed by Zeus in metamorphosis as a bull, in different artistic realisations, from the antique to the modern.

Ulrike Ottinger does not wish to homogenise different ritual practices, rather her approach aims, as Viktor Segalen’s “Scripts of Exorcism” from the early 20th century encourage, at acknowledging cultural differences beyond any assimilation. Ottinger examines existential questions and their manifold representation and fracturing and thus puts herself in opposition to suppression and taboo forming processes.

In August, the Salzburger Film Culture Centre DAS KINO in cooperation with Salzburger Kunstverein will show a retrospective of Ulrike Ottinger’s films, which will embrace the period from 1973 – 2004.

SalzburgerKunstverein

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 12 – 7 p.m.
Opening hours of Café Cult: Monday to Friday 9 a.m. – 11 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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